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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 01786 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, SS, MO, AG, SP 

SUBJECT: SPANISH AMBASSADOR TO ALGERIA RETURNS TO MADRID 
REF: MADRID 1504 AND MADRID 1756 

1 . SPANISH AMBASSADOR MANUECO RETURNED TO MADRID LATE 
FEBRUARY 13, ONLY FIVE DAYS AFTER HE HAD GONE TO 
ALGIERS FOR THE FIRST TIME FOLLOWING HIS RECALL FOR 
CONSULTATIONS IN LATE DECEMBER IN PROTEST OVER ALGERIAN 
ASSERTIONS ABOUT THE CANARY ISLANDS. THERE HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERABLE PRESS SPECULATION OVER WHAT IS IN FACT 
GOING ON, AND ONE ACCOUNT HAS CHARGED THAT MANUECO 
"FAILED" IN THE TRIP'S ALLEGED PURPOSE OF EXTRACTING 
FROM THE ALGERIANS THE FORMAL REPLY TO THE SPANISH 
PROTEST NOTE THAT THE GOS IS STILL WAITING FOR. HOWEVER, 

WE THINK IT MORE LIKELY THAT MANUECO'S TRIP WAS A GESTURE 
AIMED AT KEEPING ALL CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION OPEN AND 
AT SHOWING THE GOS APPRECIATED ALGERIAN MUZZLING OF 
CUBILLO. 

2. MEETING WITH JOURNALISTS FEBRUARY 16, FOREIGN MINISTE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OREJA DECLARED SPAIN WANTS "CORDIAL RELATIONS WITH 
ALGERIA AND MOROCCO. I WANT THERE TO BE STABILITY IN THE 
MAGHREB, BECAUSE THIS BENEFITS SPAIN AND THE WHOLE ZONE." 

OREJA ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT "CURRENTLY" THERE IS "A 
CERTAIN PARALYSIS" IN ALGERIAN-SPANISH RELATIONS, BUT 
ADDED "AT EVERY MOMENT IT HAS BEEN LEFT CLEAR THAT 
SPAIN WANTS TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALGERIA." 
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THE PURPOSE OF MANUECO'S TRIP, OREJA WAS QUOTED AS SAYING 
HAD BEEN TO SET FORTH THE SPANISH POSITION AND REPORT 
BACK ON THE ATMOSPHERE ENCOUNTERED THERE. 

3. IN DISCUSSION OF THE GENERAL TOPIC BEFORE OREJA'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S CHIEF FOR NORTH 
AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST (CAJAL) TOLD US HE EXPECTED 
THE ALGERIANS WOULD REFRAIN FROM PROMINENT POSITIONS OR 
ACTIVITIES CONTRARY TO SPANISH INTERESTS IN THE LIBERATION 
COMMITTEE MEETING, AND THAT IN THAT CASE MANUECO WOULD 
RETURN TO ALGIERS NEXT WEEK. CAIAL ALSO NOTED TO US HIS 
IMPRESSION THAT THE MFA'S WORKING LEVEL WAS NOT ENTIRELY 
PRIVY TO WHAT "THE GOVERNMENT" WAS UP TO IN THIS SITUATION. 
IN ANY CASE, IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER CORTES APPROVAL 
OF FISHING AGREEMENT WITH MOROCCO WILL AFFECT ALGERIAN 
REACTION TO THIS SPANISH MOVE. STABLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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